Erik Underwood – Our Revolution Durango
Questions to Democratic Gov Candidates
What does your record show that would appeal to Colorado’s Bernie voters? How do you distinguish yourself from your fellow candidates in your appeal to Colorado’s Bernie voters?
[bookmark: _GoBack]I grew up as a person of color to a single parent.  My mother had 6 children, two sets of twins, and I am a twin myself with a sister named Erika. I lived in 3 housing projects and had a lack of access to opportunities. My record and appeal to everyday Coloradans, is that I do not have to talk at people from 30 thousand feet, I have lived a life where I had to fight for access to opportunities which should be afforded to everyone. I know what it is like to be like to be forgotten and left out of conversations. Which is why my campaign has been paying special attention to rural Colorado. My campaign theme is, "Outward - Inward, From rural Colorado to Urban Colorado and everywhere in -between. Out of the 6 major democrats running for Governor, Donna Lynne and myself are the only ones who did not grow up in privilege and wealth. Sure, people can empathize, but it takes someone who has lived it to know the pain and agony of trying to get to the top. I am the only candidate who has a pretty progressive campaign platform. That is what separates me from the other candidates. Also, just remember, the other five democratic candidates were super delegates or delegates in Philadelphia at the 2016 convention, and they choose to  ignore how Colorado voted in the Presidential Primary by not selecting Bernie Sanders. That should give you a glimpse on how they will choose to govern.

What solutions do you have to the problem of money in politics?
I support publicly funded elections. I would look at having a public fund and public cap on money spent on elections here in the State of Colorado. Money in politics is corrupted and in my opinion should be banned from politics and elections. When you take money out of politics, then you would have even more brave men and women who want to stand up for our democracy as an elected official. 

What is your stance on privatization of public assets, such as highways, in Colorado? 
I think it is a bad idea. Private control over public assets leads to manipulation and corruption. 
 
The Colorado Water Plan, appears to be an "everything including the kitchen sink" document for planning the future of Colorado's many water needs. 80+% of Colorado's water is on the Western Slope, while 80+% of our population and water use is on the Front Range and Eastern Slope. We already have 13 major diversion projects that divert Western Slope water East. What projects and policies specifically do you support in water use, conservation, dams and diversions for present and future use in our wildlife, urban and agricultural areas? What specifically do you agree to support in this plan?
First and foremost, I think urban areas should do far more to conserve water before asking to divert more water resources from rural areas. Water is major issue as we share water with other surrounding States with ongoing legal disputes that can result in more water diversion down stream. I support innovative initiatives for recycled water through filtration processes and gray water, which will conserve water and stock pile water for the future. As you  know, Colorado is also an agricultural State, and agriculture uses a great deal of water. I would like to work with farmers and other stake holders on innovative methods for water conservation. As our population grows it will b come more important than ever. 

In the interview with Biz journal you were opposed to requiring oil drilling to have at least 1 2000 foot set back. When we have seen explosions in our state as well as a recent one in Oklahoma, why are you not willing to require at least a 2000 foot setback from oil drilling? Are you afraid you will lose funding and support from oil companies? 
I never did an interview with Biz Journal pertaining to this issue. I support local control over the fracking industry. One size does not fit all, and will support any community who wants greater restrictions.  I will not and have not taken a dime from the fracking industry; my other opponents cannot say the same. 

A yes or no answer: DO you support a bid for the 2026 Olympics for Colorado? 
No!!! We need to get our house in order, before we invite anyone over for a party. We  have infrastructure problems, traffic problems, road problems, and have not properly planned for our growing population. We can't even properly fund our schools equitably across this State, and we're suppose to spend State resources the Olympics that will cost billions of dollars; I don't think so!
 
PERA: There is current legislation in the state to restructure PERA Board of directors to include non-PERA members. Where do you stand on this?  What would be your plans to ensure that PERA stays solvent and do you support a hybrid approach to PERA of part pension and part attached to a 401.  How will you advocate for the solvency of PERA without putting undue hardships on current and future employees?
I think PERA should pick their own board members, there should not be political appointees to the board. If PERA needs help with resources in terms of financial advisors or whatever, I think the Governor should assist directing resources to the board.We have to repeal Tabor and we have to pay our teachers more in rural areas so we can attract the very best talent. I also want to stabilize PERA with a one time injection of $250 -300 million so we can do better matching of contributions specifically targeting our rural school districts around Colorado. 
 
What are your ties to DFER? Have you received contributions from them in previous elections? What is your personal stance on charter schools? How will you protect and strengthen Colorado public schools?
I have no ties to DFER, but my other democratic opponents cannot say the same. I have not received any contribution from them ever. I am against charter schools, we have to fix our public schools and properly fund them. I am also against public money used to form charter schools. There are only two democratic candidates who went to public school. That is Donna Lynne and myself. I believe in public schools. Bottom-line,Amendment 23 has not kept up with inflation, and our public schools are not funded equitably across the board. Amendment 23 did not live up to the promises it made when it was enacted. I propose doing way with Amendment 23, and doing a replacement Amendment that I would call, "The Colorado Public Schools Equity Funding Act". Under my proposal, I would make sure the formula is higher in rural school districts to offset the disparity in public school funding and to provide for more resources.. We also have to get rid of senate bill 191, it punishes teachers instead of its intent of testing students and finding resources to better educate them. One of my democratic opponents was a former state senator at that time and  has started charter schools as well. He (Mike Johnston) sponsored senate bill 191 and took out the provision that would create better transparency in charter schools. 
 
Do you unequivocally support and will you fight for universal healthcare for all? How do you define universal, affordable healthcare and what would that look like in CO, namely Medicare for All?
Yes, I support and will fight for Universal Health Care. It is a right, and not a privilege. I actually supported Amendment 69, as you know the proposal had some problems with it and I think those problems are fixable. I will support a bi-partisan redo of Amendment 69 and campaign for it in all 64 counties. Leadership starts from the top, and when you have a Governor who takes the initiative, anything can get done. I would also explore the possibility of partnering with other Western States to expand the pool of participants in a fee health care exchange system. Again, leadership starts from the top. 

What makes TABOR such a complex piece of legislation, and what are you going to do about it?
I am the only candidate who wants to repeal Tabor!!!!
WE Must Repeal Tabor In 4 Steps & Stages

1. Make sure we elect enough Democrats in the State Senate to capture the majority. Work with moderate Republicans who are open to repealing Tabor.

2. As the next Governor, In January 2019, I will work with the State House leadership to create a repeal bill that will work in stages. We would also have to address the Gallagher Amendment.  

3. Put the Tabor Repeal question up for a Statewide vote in the Fall of 2019. I will campaign around all 64 counties on educating Coloradans on why we need Tabor repealed and what the resulting benefits will be. 

4. If the Statewide vote passes, it will get kicked back to the State House and State Senate to begin the process of unwinding Tabor out of our State Constitution.
Tabor is a very complicated amendment that is strangling our State resources. We must work together to repeal this amendment, so our State can meet our financial challenges. I am against the Tabor Amendment, because we need a rainy day fund for the unknown. Our State needs the flexibility in our budget to fund very important projects and programs. Colorado is growing, and so are the traffic problems. Our Schools are underfunded. 
I will provide leadership working with mayors and other leaders around our State addressing these issues. We have to get the votes in the State Senate, in order to begin the process of repealing Tabor. We have to plan for our State's future, and getting rid of Tabor, will help to provide more resources to solve these very important problems. Our kids will greatly benefit as well, by properly funding our schools, we can give school districts more resources; so our kids can compete, grow, and learn.
How have the policies of the military and local law enforcement impacted the violence in our local communities? 
I do not support or believe that we should militarize our police force...period. 
 
 Do you support codifying Colorado as a sanctuary state?
I am the only candidate in this race has taken on the undocumented immigrant situation. Keeping families together is a priority of mine. No longer can we afford to keep our head in the sand. If Washington is unwilling to act, then I will act as the next Governor. The goal of my program is to protect Undocumented Immigrants, so we can fight to give them base level legal status as a state resident. 
                                      Protecting Undocumented Immigrants

                                         Come Out Of The Shadows Program 

We have to bring undocumented immigrants into the fold of our society. With DACA up in the air, I have a solution for Colorado. Doing nothing is not an option. We are a nation of immigrants. My plan (COOTS) will allow all undocumented immigrants to become a legal state resident of Colorado through a process. Pay a nominal program fee, stay out of trouble, after two years, they can become a resident of Colorado. The nominal fee that participants pay will help subsidize the program. We will set up State advocates to guide immigrants on how to become a U.S. Permanent Resident or a U.S. Citizen, after completing the COOTS program. Colorado will not share our registry list with any federal agency, except in a serious case where someone commits a felony. 
 If any Undocumented immigrant cannot afford to pay into the program fee, they can apply for waiver. I may not be able to solve the nation’s immigration problem, but I can at least provide a serious solution here in Colorado. If my COOTS legislation passes and it gets legally challenged, we will defend the program in the courts. I hope to give other State’s in our union legal precedent when it comes to protecting undocumented immigrants. As state legal residents, undocumented immigrants can work, pay taxes, and have a beginning to a pathway to becoming a U.S. Citizen.
 
 How will you address affordable housing, attainable housing, and housing for the homeless?
Its time to look at rent control. Housing costs have gone out of control and have not kept up with the cost of living. It is becoming a situation of the have's and have not's. We also need a low fixed rate property tax exemption for our senior population. There are  several reason why homelessness occurs. It could be economics or through mental illness. I plan to work with private and public groups on providing resources to the mentally ill and for those who need a helping hand through their circumstances. We need resource centers throughout the State that can combat homelessness. Our vets who become homeless will be a top priority for my administration.
 
Do you support the right of workers, as well as public employees, to organize and engage in collective bargaining? How have you been rated by unions and what unions have endorsed you? 
I support the rights of workers to organize. Workers who band together under one voice are a powerful tool for checks and balances, especially against corporate greed. No, I have not been endorsed or rated yet by unions. Unlike my fellow democratic opponents,I have marched with unions and more recently with IBEW 111 in Denver against Excel Energy. I have the protest sign, picture, and tee shirt to prove it (On Facebook and Instagram)! 

